
All American Boys 
By Jason Reynolds & Brendan Kiely 

       Two teens—one black, one 
white—grapple with the 
repercussions of a single violent act 
that leaves their school, their 
community, and, ultimately, the 

country bitterly divided by racial tension. 
        A bag of chips. That’s all sixteen-year-old 
Rashad is looking for at the corner bodega. 
What he finds instead is a fist-happy cop, Paul 
Galluzzo, who mistakes Rashad for a shoplifter, 
mistakes Rashad’s pleadings that he’s stolen 
nothing for belligerence, mistakes Rashad’s 
resistance to leave the bodega as resisting 
arrest, mistakes Rashad’s every flinch at every 
punch the cop throws as further resistance and 
refusal to STAY STILL as ordered. But how can 
you stay still when someone is pounding your 
face into the concrete pavement? 

Carve the Mark 
By Veronica Roth 

        On a planet where violence 
and vengeance rule, in a galaxy 
where some are favored by fate, 
everyone develops a currentgift, a 
unique power meant to shape the 

future. While most benefit from their currentgifts, 
Akos and Cyra do not—their gifts make them 
vulnerable to others’ control. Can they reclaim 
their gifts, their fates, and their lives, and reset 
the balance of power in this world? 

 
Dumplin' 
By Julie Murphy 

        Dubbed “Dumplin’” by her 
former beauty queen mom, 
Willowdean has always been at 
home in her own skin. Her thoughts 
on having the ultimate bikini body? 

Put a bikini on your body. With her all-American 
beauty best friend, Ellen, by her side, things 
have always worked...until Will takes a job at 
Harpy’s, the local fast-food joint. There she 
meets Private School Bo, a hot former jock. Will 
isn’t surprised to find herself attracted to Bo. But 

she is surprised when he seems to like her back. 
Instead of finding new heights of self-assurance 
in her relationship with Bo, Will starts to doubt 
herself. So she sets out to take back her 
confidence by doing the most horrifying thing 
she can imagine: entering the Miss Clover City 
beauty pageant—along with several other 
unlikely candidates—to show the world that she 
deserves to be up there as much as any girl does.  

          
An Ember in the Ashes 
By Sabaa Tahir 

 Laia is a slave. Elias is a 
soldier. Neither is free. Under the 
Martial Empire, defiance is met with 
death. Those who do not vow their 
blood and bodies to the Emperor 

risk the execution of their loved ones and the 
destruction of all they hold dear. It is in this 
brutal world, inspired by ancient Rome, that Laia 
lives with her grandparents and older brother. 
The family ekes out an existence in the Empire’s 
impoverished backstreets. They do not 
challenge the Empire. They’ve seen what 
happens to those who do. But when Laia’s 
brother is arrested for treason, Laia is forced to 
make a decision. In exchange for help from 
rebels who promise to rescue her brother, she 
will risk her life to spy for them from within the 
Empire’s greatest military academy. There, Laia 
meets Elias, the school’s finest soldier—and 
secretly, its most unwilling.  

 
Passenger 
By Alexandra Bracken 

 In one devastating night, 
violin prodigy Etta Spencer loses 
everything she knows and loves. 
Thrust into an unfamiliar world by a 
stranger with a dangerous agenda, 

Etta is certain of only one thing: she has traveled 
not just miles, but years from home. And she's 
inherited a legacy she knows nothing about from 
a family whose existence she's never heard of. 
Until now. Nicholas Carter is content with his life 
at sea, free from the Ironwoods-a powerful 
family in the Colonies-and the servitude he's 

known at their hands. But with the arrival of an 
unusual passenger on his ship comes the 
insistent pull of the past that he can't escape and 
the family that won't let him go so easily. Now 
the Ironwoods are searching for a stolen object 
of untold value, one they believe only Etta, his 
passenger, can find. In order to protect her, Nick 
must ensure she brings it back to them-whether 
she wants to or not.  
 

Red Queen 
By Victoria Aveyard 

       Mare Barrow’s world is divided 
by blood—those with common, Red 
blood serve the Silver-blooded elite, 
who are gifted with superhuman 
abilities. Mare is a Red, scraping by 

as a thief in a poor, rural village, until a twist of 
fate throws her in front of the Silver court. There, 
before the king, princes, and all the nobles, she 
discovers she has an ability of her own. 
To cover up this impossibility, the king forces her 
to play the role of a lost Silver princess, and 
betroths her to one of his own sons. As Mare is 
drawn further into the Silver world, she risks 
everything and uses her new position to help the 
Scarlet Guard—a growing Red rebellion—even 
as her heart tugs her in an impossible direction. 
One wrong move can lead to her death, but in 
the dangerous game she plays the only certainty 
is betrayal. 

 
Salt to the Sea 
By Ruta Sepetys 

 World War II is drawing to a 
close in East Prussia and 
thousands of refugees are on a 
desperate trek toward freedom, 
many with something to 

hide. Among them are Joana, Emilia, and 
Florian, whose paths converge en route to 
the ship that promises salvation, the Wilhelm 
Gustloff. Forced by circumstance to unite, the 
three find their strength, courage, and trust in 
each other tested with each step closer to 
safety. 
 



 
Simon vs. the Homo Sapiens Agenda 
By Becky Albertalli 

        Sixteen-year-old and not-so-
openly gay Simon Spier prefers to 
save his drama for the school 
musical. But when an email falls 
into the wrong hands, his secret is 

at risk of being thrust into the spotlight. Now 
change-averse Simon has to find a way to step 
out of his comfort zone before he's pushed out—
without alienating his friends, compromising 
himself, or fumbling a shot at happiness with the 
most confusing, adorable guy he's never met. 
Incredibly funny and poignant, this twenty-first-
century coming-of-age, coming out story—
wrapped in a geek romance—is a knockout of a 
debut novel by Becky Albertalli. 
 

Six of Crows 
By Leigh Bardugo 

       Ketterdam: a bustling hub of 
international trade where anything 
can be had for the right price--and 
no one knows that better than 
criminal prodigy Kaz Brekker. Kaz is 

offered a chance at a deadly heist that could 
make him rich beyond his wildest dreams. But 
he can't pull it off alone... 
A convict with a thirst for revenge. 
A sharpshooter who can't walk away from a wager. 

A runaway with a privileged past. 
A spy known as the Wraith. 
A Heartrender using her magic to survive the slums.  

A thief with a gift for unlikely escapes.  
Six dangerous outcasts. One impossible heist.  
          Kaz's crew is the only thing that might 
stand between the world and destruction―if 
they don't kill each other first. 
 

The Sun is Also a Star 
By Nicola Yoon 

 Natasha: I’m a girl who 
believes in science and facts. Not 
fate. Not destiny. Or dreams that 
will never come true. I’m definitely 
not the kind of girl who meets a 

cute boy on a crowded New York City street and 
falls in love with him. Not when my family is 
twelve hours away from being deported to 
Jamaica. Falling in love with him won’t be my 
story. 
Daniel: I’ve always been the good son, the good 
student, living up to my parents’ high 
expectations. Never the poet. Or the dreamer. 
But when I see her, I forget about all that. 
Something about Natasha makes me think that 
fate has something much more extraordinary in 
store—for both of us. 
The Universe: Every moment in our lives has 
brought us to this single moment. A million 
futures lie before us. Which one will come true? 

 
Previous Flume Award Winners: 

2016: Carry On by Rainbow Rowell 
2015 Fall: We Were Liars by E. Lockhart  
2015 Spring: Eleanor & Park by Rainbow Rowell  
2014: The Fault in Our Stars by John Green 
2013: Divergent by Veronica Roth 
2012: Clockwork Angel by Cassandra Clare 
2011: Paper Towns by John Green 
2010: The Hunger Games by Suzanne Collins 
2009: Nineteen Minutes by Jodi Picoult 
2008: New Moon by Stephenie Meyer 
2007: Twilight by Stephenie Meyer 
2006: The Da Vinci Code by Dan Brown 
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Amazon.com and publisher materials. 
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NH High School Students: 
Read these nominated 

books over the summer. 
Vote for your favorite 
in the spring of 2018. 

 

        
For more information, go to: 

      http://yals.nhlibrarians.org/book-
awards/flume/ 

 

Want to suggest a title for  
next year's list? 

 
High school students can submit 

suggestions to a high school librarian, 
public library teen librarian, or go 

directly to the website: 
 

http://yals.nhlibrarians.org/book-
awards/flume/ 
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